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SSoW: Pegas 230×280 GH-LR – Metal Horizontal Band Saw
(Serial: 2300227959, Year: 2022)
This Safe System of Work covers the safe operation of the Pegas 230×280 GH-LR horizontal metal band saw, used for cutting aluminium, steel, and other metals. It includes safe setup, cutting, blade tensioning, coolant use, and shutdown procedures.

Required Competence & Training
Operators must:
· Be trained specifically on the Pegas horizontal band saw
· Understand hazards relating to rotating blades and moving arms
· Know how to tension and align blades correctly
· Understand coolant and lubrication systems
· Be competent in manual handling of metal stock
· Be aware of entanglement, projection, and crush hazards
Trainees must be supervised.

PPE Requirements
· Safety glasses or face shield
· Hearing protection
· Cut-resistant gloves (for handling metal stock only; NOT during cutting)
· Steel toe safety footwear
· No loose clothing, jewellery, or unrestrained long hair

Pre-Use Checks
Operators must inspect:
· Blade condition: cracks, wear, missing teeth
· Blade tension correctly set
· Guide rollers aligned and undamaged
· Clamping vice fully operational
· Coolant level sufficient
· Coolant delivery system flowing correctly
· Emergency stops functional
· Work area free from swarf and metal off-cuts
Any defect must be reported and the machine isolated.

Safe Operating Procedure
Start-up
1. Conduct all pre-use checks.
2. Switch on main power supply.
3. Adjust cutting angle (0°–60°) if required.
4. Secure the workpiece in the vice, no hand holding.
5. Confirm blade guard is in place.
6. Stand clear of blade descent path.
Cutting Operation
1. Start coolant flow (if applicable).
2. Start the saw, let the blade reach full speed.
3. Lower the cutting arm gradually, never drop it.
4. Keep hands away from blade zone and vice.
5. Do not adjust the workpiece while the blade is moving.
6. Monitor for blade wandering or vibration.
7. Allow the cut to complete fully before raising the arm.
Handling Metal Stock
· Use mechanical aids or two-person lifting for long/heavy bars.
· Support long sections to prevent tipping or sideways loading.
· De-burr cut metal edges using tools, not hands.
Blade Change / Adjustment
Only trained personnel.
1. Apply LOTO.
2. Ensure blade is completely stopped.
3. Release blade tension slowly.
4. Remove blade using cut-resistant gloves.
5. Fit new blade ensuring correct tooth direction.
6. Reapply tension and test-run unloaded.

Key Hazards & Controls
	Hazard
	Risk
	Controls

	Contact with moving blade
	Amputation, deep cuts
	Guarding, vice use, training

	Kickback of metal bar
	Impact injuries
	Secure clamping, stable support

	Coolant/floor contamination
	Slips
	Absorb spills, maintain flooring

	Flying metal chips
	Eye injury
	Eye protection, extraction

	Noise
	Hearing loss
	Hearing protection

	Manual handling
	Strains
	Mechanical aids, team lifting



Emergency Procedures
· Use Emergency Stop immediately if safety compromised.
· In case of blade breakage: stop machine, isolate, clear area.
· Seek first aid for any cuts or impact injuries.
· Report all incidents to supervisor.
· Follow site evacuation procedures if fire alarm or major fault occurs.

Environmental Controls
· Collect metal chips using magnetic sweeps or brushes.
· Dispose of metal off-cuts in scrap recycling bins.
· Prevent coolant spills, use drip trays and mats.
· Store coolant concentrate safely and mix according to COSHH requirements.

Post-Use & Shutdown
1. Allow blade to stop completely.
2. Raise cutting arm and clean saw bed.
3. Turn off machine and coolant pump.
4. Remove swarf using brush (never hands).
5. Check coolant level and refill if needed.
6. Report wear or any maintenance issues.
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